Health & Safety
Carson McDowell is a
leading provider of legal
advice in the specialist
area of health and safety
in Northern Ireland.

WE ARE RANKED IN BAND 1 ACROSS MORE
AREAS OF EXPERTISE THAN ANY OTHER
NORTHERN IRISH LAW FIRM.

The importance of having a good safety
culture is well appreciated amongst most
businesses or other organisations and
their senior management team.
Of course the adverse consequences of ‘getting it
wrong’ are well-documented including (increasingly)
heavy ﬁnancial penalties, possible imprisonment
for errant individuals and damaging publicity. Most
businesses, across a diverse range of sectors, aim to
protect their workforce and third parties through striving
to put in place robust health and safety systems which
are implemented effectively.
The Health and Safety Team at Carson McDowell
is comprised of Partners, Associates and Assistant
Solicitors who have ﬁrst-hand experience of advising
in this specialist area in Northern Ireland. Many of our
Solicitors have qualiﬁed and are admitted in England
and Wales in addition to Northern Ireland and are able
to advise your business seamlessly across these legal
jurisdictions. We also have experience of co-ordinating
international health and safety advice and can work with
associate ﬁrms in other countries to project manage
this for you. Additionally, we regularly work alongside
insurers where our clients choose to appoint us for our
expertise in this specialist area.

This could range from a short reminder session for your
workforce on basic health and safety legal duties, through
to speciﬁc areas such as: contractor management, effective
crisis management and accident investigations, lone
working, managing asbestos, director’s duties in health and
safety, corporate manslaughter and driving for work. We
would be delighted to work with you to create a bespoke
training session that is tailored to your business needs.

Our Team’s Experience Includes:
•

•

•

•

•

Our team is skilled in providing 24/7 crisis response
in relation to investigations by the Health and Safety
Executive, local authorities and the Police. We
understand, ﬁrst hand, the pressures that this can place
on organisations and our aim is to assist at every step of
the internal and external investigation, long in advance
of any criminal or civil Court process. We have advised
businesses and individuals in relation to interviews,
wide-ranging requests for documents, service of
improvement and prohibition notices as well as assisting
in the management of communications at a time of
media interest.
With the beneﬁt of experience from advising at the
coal-face when it has gone wrong, our team is very
well-placed to provide health and safety compliance
advice to your business or organisation. We can provide
policy reviews and conduct legal audits to help you
proactively test your legal compliance.

•

Handling a wide range of significant health and safety
investigations for companies across a broad range
of sectors including food manufacturing, industrial
engineering, retail and leisure, waste and energy
companies and commercial landlords. Involvement has
been from when the incident occurs right through to
conclusion of the court procedure;
24/7 crisis response including attendance at a nursing
home following the death of a resident and a metal
recycling facility following the death of delivery driver;
support in a large-scale investigation following an
explosion;
Advising an energy company following a number of
workplace fatalities amongst its workforce;
Advising a pub operator in relation to various health and
safety investigations and prosecutions at its premises;
Advising and representing clients in relation to inquests;
and
Advising and representing individuals as witnesses and
those suspected of having committed an offence in their
individual capacity.
We are members of the Northern Ireland
Safety Group as well as IOSH and the
Health and Safety Lawyer’s Association.

The Health and Safety Team at Carson
McDowell has experience, expertise, reach
and is always ready to help.
For more information on how we can work with you
please contact:

Further, we understand the move to deregulation and
simpler application of health and safety law; therefore
our aim is to offer sound, commercial legal advice that is
sensible and pragmatic.
Additionally, we can help to train you and your
workforce on key legal aspects of health and safety.

Ashleigh Birkett
Associate

M: +44 (0) 7920 585 912
T: +44 (0) 28 90 348 829
E: ashleigh.birkett@carson-mcdowell.com

Jacqueline McAleese
Partner

M: +44 (0) 7825 398 512
T: +44 (0) 28 90 348 831
E: jacqueline.mcaleese@carson-mcdowell.com

Carson McDowell LLP
Murray House, Murray Street
Belfast BT1 6DN
DX 403 NR BELFAST

Tel: +44 (0)28 9024 4951
Fax:+44 (0)28 9024 5768
law@carson-mcdowell.com
www.carson-mcdowell.com

